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® Older corneas OK for transplant.
A new study may be used to widen the
age of cornea donation to as much as 75.

Researchers randomly assigned
cornea recipients o get either younger or
older tissue and found the corneas of both
groups performed about equally well as
long as 5 years later. The study was pub-
lished recently in Ophthalmology.

“We now have scientific evidence
showing that older donors can be used reli-
ably in corneal fransplantation,” said Edward
Holland, M.D., of the University of Cincinnati
and lead researcher in the study.

More than 39,000 corneal transplants
were performed last year, according to the
Eye Bank Association of America. The
United States has had an adequate supply
of corneas for transplant so far, but the
nation’s eye banks fear that supplies will
tighten as a result of stricter FDA donor-
safety rules initiated last year. The new
rules have increased interest in older
donors.

W Cataract surgery with canalo-
plasty. A recent study of 54 eyes that had
combined clear corneal cataract surgery
with canaloplasty for the treatment of
open-angle glaucoma showed a major
improvement in mean IOP. The study, led
by Bradford Shingleton, M.D., of Boston,
was recently reported in the Journal of
Cataract and Refractive Surgery.

Mean IOP improved from 24.4 mm Hg
at baseline t0.13.7 mm Hg at 1 year, with
an accompanying significant drop in med-
ication-usage. Surgical complications were
reported in five eyes, including hyphema in

| three patients, Descemet tear in one

patient and iris prolapse in another patient.
Eleven surgeons at nine sites partici-

pated in this study.

# Tecnis 1-Piece 10L launched.
Advanced Medical Optics (AMO) has intro-
duced the Tecnis 1-Piece I0L and
announced that the lens has earned the
New Technology I0L (NTIOL) designation
from the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services.

AMO says the Tecnis 1-Piece I0L
design combines two groundbreaking
design advancements. The innovative
ProTec 360-degree edge design has an
uninterrupted barrier edge designed to
minimize cell migration onto the posterior
capsule. Unlike first generation one-piece
lenses, the Tecnis1-Piece 0L has no
interruption at the haptic-optic junction. - .~
The lens also has a frosted edge designed
to minimize edge glare. The Tecnig [OL Tri- -
Fix design provides three-point fixation for
exceptional stability. Refraction stabilizes
quickly after the implantation procedure.

® 100 get free crystalens. In the
space of 100 minutes on April 9, 100 oph-
thalmologists around the couniry
implanted free crystalens presbyopia-cor-
recting 10Ls in 100 low-income cataract
surgery patients. The event marked the
implantation of the 100,000th crystalens.
The lenses were donated by Bausch &
Lomb, which recently bought eyeonics, the
developer of the crystalens.

| B&L 10L wins award. Bausch &
Lomb said that its Akreos: M160
Microincision 0L has won a 2008 Medical
Design Excellence:Award, one of the pre-
mier awards programs for the medical
technology community.

In keeping with Bausch & Lomb’s drive
for smaller cataract incisions and better
patient outcomes, the Akreos MI60 101 was
designed specifically for implantation
through a 1.8 mm incision. It can be
inserted through & microincision because of
its strong yet flexible acrylic base malesiak
a unique acrylic material that Bausch &
Lomb says has:a-10-year history of per-
formance and successful implaniationis -
more than two million eyes woridwide. o
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